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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,


First of all, I would like to warmly express my gratitude for the support you give to our parish 
whether that be through your time, talent, and/or treasure.  Gifts from a generous heart are 
pleasing to the Lord and help our community grow together in faith and love.


The mission of the Church and our ability to serve you and our entire community is dependent 
upon your generosity.


Secondly, I would like to apologize for the lack of communication regarding our parish 
finances.  This is the first financial report I have produced in my three years with you.  This lack 
of communication has not been due to a lack of desire but due to a lack of time as other 
priorities and responsibilities demanded my attention.  My desire is to provide a financial report 
to the parish every year, and I will try to do so.


Attached you will find a one page financial summary for our fiscal year of 2017.


Here are some main points:


1. Our general collection for 2017 was $299,677.09 an increase of $18,727.92 over 2016 
which was $280,949.17.


2. We spent $166,147.41 in maintenance and repairs in 2017.  These expenses included:

1. High efficiency furnaces and air conditioning.  ~$35,000.00

2. Chairlift for back staircase to the hall. $36,446.71

3. Repair and sealing of the brick exterior of the church. $78,883.75


3. We incurred a deficit in 2017 of -$28,442.36 from a surplus of $52,161.33 in 2016.  This is 
due primarily to the cost of the brick work done on the exterior of the church last summer.


4. Not showing on our 2017 financial report but which will be seen in 2018 is the cost of 
purchasing a house in Abasand in 2015 for the priests to live.

1. The old rectory behind the church is still being used as office space and is being rented 

out to our youth minister, Rebecca Sakowich.  For the past two years, the old rectory 
was also the office of our NET teams.  There have been 11 people working out of that 
office for most of that time, although the NET team has now gone.


2. The Abasand Rectory was purchased for $712,277.34 in October, 2015, due to the 
need to provide proper accommodations for our clergy, as well as to improve our 
available office space.


3. The Diocese of St. Paul purchased the house on our behalf and did not require payment 
until April, 2018 during which time they did not charge us interest.


4. The repayment agreement which has just come into effect has us paying $5000.00/
month for 11 years at 5% interest.


5. In order to bring down the principle, and because our investments were accruing a 
lower rate of return than the loan, we have transferred $200,000.00 from our 
investments directly to the loan in order to bring down the principle.




5. In short, although the costliest projects of 2017 were one time expenses, due to the 
mortgage, we will continue to have those level of expenses for the foreseeable future.


6. Once again, we sincerely appreciate your generosity to the parish and if the Lord is calling 
you to increase your giving it would allow us to do more for you, for God, and for our 
community.  My vision includes:

1. Increased ministry for our children.

2. Renovation and upgrading of our sanctuary.

3. Greater assistance to the less fortunate in our wider community.


May God continue to bless each and every one of us as we strive together to “Love God.  Love 
one another.  Make disciples.” within our parish, our community, and our world.


In Christ,


Fr. Andrew Schoenberger

Pastor


